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					Contextual Constitution of Behavior: Introducing the HPV Vaccine in Eastern Europe			
 

 Irina Todorova, Northeastern University

 Adriana Baban, Babes-Bolyai University

 Abstract

We are in a time in which we can observe the initial introduction of a much debated new pharmaceutical - the HPV vaccine for the potential prevention of cancers in men and women.  The vaccine embodies a vast array of personal and cultural meanings and discourses, including those of responsibility, control, morality, gender, and sexual behavior.  It also represents multiple interests of many actors (adolescents, parents, physicians, pharmaceutical companies, policymakers).  Their attitudes vary depending on local meanings of sexuality, religious beliefs beliefs, stigma, their experiences and trust in the health care system.  People are not showing up for vaccination in the numbers that public health officials would like to see, or are refusing to administer it to their children.  This situation offers the opportunity to explore the importance of context in explaining and understanding people's motivations and decisions for health-related behaviors and particularly - vaccination.  Health behaviors are understandable or "acquire meaning and significance on the basis of their relationship to the broader social practices".  In this sense, people's decisions regarding health protective behaviors might not conform to rationalistic understandings, or might seem "irrational" or "misinformed", yet make sense when considering the situations which are constitutive of them and the symbolic meanings which they embody.  In this paper we will discuss the contextual aspects of attitudes and behaviors of prevention, disparities in access and implications for prevention, particularly through vaccination with the HPV vaccine.  We will address the relevance of history, healthcare policy and gendered attitudes in Eastern Europe, for the constitution of preventive attitudes and behaviors.
 			

			
						

			
			
						
	
	

	
		
		
		

		
		
			Contact Us

	
	First Name

Last Name

Email

Subject

Description



Contact Us	







		

		

	
 



  






			
		
				
	
					
								Latest NCEEER Working Papers



	Doctors' and Parents' Perspectives on Communication Regarding HPV Vaccination in Bulgaria

Elitsa Dimitrova, Yulia Panayotova, Anna Alexandrova-Karamanova, and Irina Todorova

Contextual Constitution of Behavior: Introducing the HPV Vaccine in Eastern Europe

Irina Todorova and Adrian Baban

The Readers of Novyi Mir, 1948-1969: A Social Portrait

Denis Kozlov






							

					
								Contact Information



	National Council for Eurasian and East European Research

DC Office

	1828 L Street NW Suite 1200
	Washington, DC 20036
	Tel: 202-572-9095
	Fax: 866-937-9872
	E-mail: info [AT] nceeer [DOT] org







							

					
								Quick Links



		www.americancouncils.org
	www.carnegie.org
	www.state.gov
	www.neh.gov







							

			


		

		
	
	
		
			
				
				
					
						


	Copyright
	
	NCEEER. All Rights Reserved.



					

				

				
				
																
							


	 [image: Powered by Directive]



						

						
									

			

		

	










