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					Is Democracy Possible in the Balkans? On Preconditions and Conditions in Bosnia, Kosovo, and Serbia			
Susan L. Woodward, City University of New York

June 26, 2007

Is Democracy Possible in the Balkans? On Preconditions and Conditions in Bosnia, Kosovo, and Serbia

Abstract

Why is there a divide between the new political entities emerging from the former Yugoslavia between countries already accepted as democracies and those where skepticism about the very possibility of democracy is shared by both outsiders and politically active insiders? This article proposes to explain this difference by analyzing the consequences for Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Serbia of their unresolved stateness. In contrast to the political-science literature which argues that stateness (settled borders, political community, international recognition, and some basis of national unity) is a necessary precondition for democracy, analysis of these cases demonstrates that external promotion of democracy to solve the stateness questions creates further delays in resolving them while using democratic elections as the primary vehicle of state-building has become the primary obstacle to further democratization and to developing the social and economic bases of any stable democracy.
 			

			
						

			
			
						
	
	

	
		
		
		

		
		
			Contact Us

	
	First Name

Last Name

Email

Subject

Description



Contact Us	







		

		

	
 



  






			
		
				
	
					
								Latest NCEEER Working Papers



	Doctors' and Parents' Perspectives on Communication Regarding HPV Vaccination in Bulgaria

Elitsa Dimitrova, Yulia Panayotova, Anna Alexandrova-Karamanova, and Irina Todorova

Contextual Constitution of Behavior: Introducing the HPV Vaccine in Eastern Europe

Irina Todorova and Adrian Baban

The Readers of Novyi Mir, 1948-1969: A Social Portrait

Denis Kozlov






							

					
								Contact Information



	National Council for Eurasian and East European Research

DC Office

	1828 L Street NW Suite 1200
	Washington, DC 20036
	Tel: 202-572-9095
	Fax: 866-937-9872
	E-mail: info [AT] nceeer [DOT] org







							

					
								Quick Links



		www.americancouncils.org
	www.carnegie.org
	www.state.gov
	www.neh.gov







							

			


		

		
	
	
		
			
				
				
					
						


	Copyright
	
	NCEEER. All Rights Reserved.



					

				

				
				
																
							


	 [image: Powered by Directive]



						

						
									

			

		

	










