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					Kazkhstan's Repression, America's Peril			
Kelly M. McMann

Abstract

The Central Asian states of the former Soviet Union have come to play a vital role in the U.S. campaign to stamp out Islamic terrorism. While Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan have provided bases for U.S. military operations in Afghanistan, Kazakhstan may be even more critical for long-term U.S. interests. Kazakhstan is expected to become one of the world's top oil producers and exporters within a decade, and its inclusion in the world oil market will expand U.S. policy options in the Middle East. The spread of Islamic radicalism in Kazakhstan, however, could threaten U.S. plans.

Although a modest economic recovery has spared Kazakhstan, so far, from the destabilizing effects of radical Islamic activism that its neighbors have suffered, this may be only a temporary reprieve. Unless the government establishes legal outlets for political expression, either oil-driven prosperity or – should the oil boom not pan out – economic decline, could drive citizens to join underground Islamic movements, as they have elsewhere in Central Asia. As part of its global campaign against terrorism, the U.S. administration must take proactive measures to stem the spread of extremist Islamic groups in Kazakhstan, by encouraging the government to relax its repressive political practices.
 			

			
						

			
			
						
	
	

	
		
		
		

		
		
			Contact Us

	
	First Name

Last Name

Email

Subject

Description



Contact Us	







		

		

	
 



  






			
		
				
	
					
								Latest NCEEER Working Papers



	Doctors' and Parents' Perspectives on Communication Regarding HPV Vaccination in Bulgaria

Elitsa Dimitrova, Yulia Panayotova, Anna Alexandrova-Karamanova, and Irina Todorova

Contextual Constitution of Behavior: Introducing the HPV Vaccine in Eastern Europe

Irina Todorova and Adrian Baban

The Readers of Novyi Mir, 1948-1969: A Social Portrait

Denis Kozlov






							

					
								Contact Information



	National Council for Eurasian and East European Research

DC Office

	1828 L Street NW Suite 1200
	Washington, DC 20036
	Tel: 202-572-9095
	Fax: 866-937-9872
	E-mail: info [AT] nceeer [DOT] org







							

					
								Quick Links



		www.americancouncils.org
	www.carnegie.org
	www.state.gov
	www.neh.gov







							

			


		

		
	
	
		
			
				
				
					
						


	Copyright
	
	NCEEER. All Rights Reserved.



					

				

				
				
																
							


	 [image: Powered by Directive]



						

						
									

			

		

	










